A Handy Guide to Persuasive Writing

I.  The Claim


• Like most everything else you write, an argument needs a thesis statement.  Instead of calling it a thesis statement, though, we call it an argumentative claim.  The claim should answer one of the following two questions:  “What point will your essay try to make?” or “What belief or opinion are you defending?”

II.  Support


• To help convince your readers of you claim, you will need to provide them with evidence.  You may also try to appeal to your readers’ sense of logic by including factual information or to their sense of emotion by providing information related to their sympathies and values.


• When finding support for your claim, it is a good idea to try some brainstorming before you conduct research.  One thing you may try is making a list of everything that you already know about your topic and a list of things you would like to know.  Then you can use this list to guide your research by finding sources that confirm what you know and sources that answer the questions you have.


• After brainstorming and conducting your research, it is a good idea to look over your evidence and choose only the best evidence that supports your claim.  This will allow you to focus your support and get into more detail with the strongest evidence.

III.  Concession and Rebuttal


• Any time that you make an argument, you must keep in mind that your audience may not agree with you.  To avoid offending and distancing part of your audience, it is a good idea to acknowledge and concede a part of the opposing argument that cannot be refuted.


• Your argument will always be stronger if you can discredit your opposition with counter-arguments, showing their support is weak or their logic is faulty.  A rebuttal and an anticipation of any objections to your argument will further support your position and further your claim.
