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Writing a Persuasive Essay
State Your Claim:  What is it that you are arguing?  What belief or opinion are you defending?  Write a good thesis statement that describes your position.

Find Support:  List your brainstorming research here.  Include any good evidence you can think of that supports your claim.  Try to think of evidence that appeals to your audience’s sense of logic and evidence that appeals to their emotions or values.
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Focus Your Ideas:  Look back over your support and choose the BEST three pieces of evidence in support of your claim and star (*) them.

Write:  On the back of this sheet, use your claim as a thesis statement and write a few paragraphs detailing the three best pieces of evidence that support your claim.

Acknowledge Your Opposition:  Consider your opposition and identify and explain one of their best points in the next paragraph of your essay.

Add a Rebuttal:  Now try to directly and convincingly challenge this difference of opinion.  Think of the weaknesses of your opposition’s argument and identify them in an effort to strengthen your own argument in the last paragraph of your essay.
